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SUBJECT:DETENTION OF JOURNALISTS COX AND TIMERMAN 

REEERENCE: FREEMAN-RONDON TELECON OF 4/22 

1 . NEWS OF ARREST OE COX OF BUENOS AIRES HERALD PROMPTED 
DEPARTMENT TO TRY TO REACH AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL TO EXPRESS 
OUR CONCERN. THE AMBASSADOR WAS IN NEW YORK, HOWEVER, AND 
WE FINALLY REACHED FIRST SECRETARY RUBIO ON FRIDAY NIGHT 
(APRIL 22). SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
TODMAN, RONDON OF ARA/ECA TOLD RUBIO THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
WAS CONCERNED THAT TWO RESPECTED ARGENTINE NEWSPAPER DI- 
RECTORS ARE NOW UNDER ARREST. DEPTOEF CONTINUED THAT ARRESTS 
COULD HAVE VERY ADVERSE EEFECT ON U.S. PUBLIC OPINION. RUBIO 
WAS ADVISED THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
DISCUSS RECENT DEVELOPMENTS EARLY NEXT WEEK WITH AMBASSADOR 
AJA ESPIL BUT COULD NOT BECAUSE ASSISTANT SECRETARY WOULD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 092286 

BE OUT OF TOWN. ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS WOULD 
THEREFORE ASK ON MONDAY TO SEE THE AMBASSADOR TO REVIEW DE- 
VELOPMENTS. RUBIO PROMISED TO INFORM AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL 
IN NEW YORK. 

2. THE PRESS HAS BEEN INFORMED ON AN IF ASKED BASIS THAT 

WE ARE IN TOUCH WITH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT AND ARE SEEK- 
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ING TO ASCERTAIN THE EULL FACTS OF THE SITUATION. 

3. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, MIAMI HERALD AND WASHINGTON 
POST ARE ACTIVELY INTERESTED IN COX ARREST AND ARE EXPECTED 
TO SEND PROTEST TO ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. 

4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED INEORM GOA OF OUR INTEREST IN RE- 
CENT DEVELOPMENTS AND THE VERY DELETERIOUS EEEECT WHICH 
JOURNALISTS' ARRESTS COULD HAVE ON U.S. PUBLIC OPINION. WE 
ASSUME EMBASSY WILL STAY IN TOUCH WITH BRITISH EMBASSY RE- 
GARDING COX, WHO IS THEIR NATIONAL, AND ELICIT BRITISH 
COMMENTS. 

VANCE 
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